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The Town of West Hartford recently passed two resolutions aimed at reducing 
unnecessary packaging and implementing the state mandate of recycling 25% 
the solid waste stream. The first resolution regarding retail packaging and recyc 
authorizes the Town Manager to encourage all major food markets, pharmacies, 
dry goods stores, and fast food restaurants to reduce their use of non-recyclable 
plastic packaging by utilizing recyclable paper and cardboard packaging. 






A second resolution initiates a process regarding recycling which authorizes the 
Town Manager to begin a strategic planning process for implementing the state 
recycling mandate. West Hartford currently recycles about 9,750 tons of 
newspaper, glass, metal and yard waste each year. The recent initiatives will help 
West Hartford further reduce its waste, and plan for expansion of its recycling 
program to meet state recycling requirements by 1991. For further information on 
West Hartford's initiatives, call Chris Johnson or Jay Pickhardt at 523-3100. 


MUNICIPAL LEAF COMPOSTING EDUCATION 


A new manual entitled “Compost - Send Your Leaves To A Mulch Better Place” is 
about to be published by the DEP Recycling Program to assist municipalities in 
developing large-scale leaf composting operations. Methods of planning, siting, 
design and operation of these municipal-scale compost operations are explained. 
Leaf composting is an easily managed and relatively inexpensive method of 
recycling. By decreasing the amount of solid waste which has to be sent to a landfill 
or incinerator, a well-run composting operation can reduce a municipality's disposal 
costs. At the same time, it can increase the visibility and viability of local recycling 
efforts because it results in the production of a beneficial soil conditioner which can 
be made available to residents and landscapers or utilized on municipal properties 
to enhance growth of plants by improving the general condition of the soil. 


Several workshops have been scheduled throughout Connecticut to introduce the 
manual and the processes involved. Recycling leaves will be mandatory in only two 
years and these workshops will help municipalities to get a head-start on meeting 
the recycling deadline. More information on the manual and the workshops is 
available from Kathy Alexander at (203) 566-8722. 


Workshops will be conducted at the following Cooperative Extension Centers from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm with a short fifteen minute break late in the morning. 
Directions can be obtained directly from the center you are attending. 


Tuesday, February 21,1989 Wednesday, March 1, 1989 Thursday, March 2, 1989 
Litchfield County Extension Windham County Extension New London County Extension 


Main Street Wolf Den Road 562 New London Turnpike 
Litchfield, CT. Brooklyn, CT. Norwich, CT. 

567 - 9447 774 - 9600 887 - 1608 

Thursday, February 23, 1989 


Middlesex County Extension Service EAST LYME REPORT AVAILABLE 
1066 Saybrook Road (Route 154) 


Haddam, CT. 


“Recycling in East Lyme, Connecticut: 
345 - 4511 


A Program That Works”, a 15-page report 
on the success of the recycling program 
Friday, February 24, 1989 in East Lyme, is now available. East Lyme 
Tolland County Extension Service has been recycling since 1974 to avoid 


24 Hyde Ave. the expense of exporting their solid waste 

Vernon, CT. when the town landfill reaches capacity. 

875 - 3331 They are currently recycling 25% of their 
solid waste stream. Copies are available 

Tuesday, February 28, 1989 from: 

Fairfield County Extension Service Kim Marcy, Editor 

67 Stony Hill Road DEP, Room 108 

Bethel, CT. 165 Capitol Avenue 





797-4176 Hartford, CT 06106 


NEWSPAPER MARKET SLUMP 


Recyclers involved in newspaper collection and marketing have recently been faced 
with a declining market. Baled newspaper delivered to the pier in New Jersey 
reached a high of $70 a ton during the spring and fall of last year. Paper processors 


say they are only receiving $25 a ton for that same paper today. According to the 


1/14/89 Official Board Markets, newspaper markets range from $40-45 a ton in the 
San Francisco/Los Angeles area to $30-35 a ton in Buffalo, NY. Markets in Boston, 
New York and Philadelphia are listed as $0-5 a ton. Many experts are attributing 
the decreasing market value of newspaper to increased recycling activity in the 


northeast. 


According to a seasoned paper broker, most paper mills operate seven days a week 
and therefore schedule maintenance work during the winter since holiday 
shutdowns are inevitable. This seasonal mill shutdown happens every year. During 
shutdowns the mills are not using paper and therefore decrease the price they are 
willing to pay for feedstock paper. When the price received is low, the paper 
dealers decrease the price they pay for newspaper to discourage newspaper from 
being recycled and keep prices up. However, as recycling activities increase and 
newspaper recycling becomes mandatory, slashing prices does not affect supply - 
newspaper comes in regardless of price paid. Therefore, mill buyers can stockpile 
newspaper at decreased prices which in turn causes the price to drop lower and the 
downswing to last longer. : 


Baled newspaper is worth $25 a ton on the pier in Newlersey. Paper processors 
indicate it costs about $30 to process and bale and about $15 to transport the paper 
to the pier. Therefore, short-term economics dictate that processors charge about 
$20 per ton to accept newspaper. 


Paper processors understand that municipal recycling programs cannot stop and 
start collection of materials as market prices fluctuate and that most municipal 
budgets presently do not include commitments for newspaper tip fees. However, in 
an effort to maintain their customers, some paper processors are continuing to 
accept newspaper without charging and are subsidizing the movement of 
newspaper. From a business standpoint, paper processors cannot subsidize 

recycling over the long term. Under certain market conditions, municipalities may 
be faced with paying tip fees for newspaper, at certain times of the year. 


Despite the present market situation, the increased supply of recycled newspaper 
should ultimately present a business opportunity. Industries will have available an 
increased supply of material at a lower price and this opportunity may lead to the 
expansion of existing industries that use newspaper and the creation of new uses 
for newspaper. Recognizing the potential for glut in the newspaper market, the 
DEP is working with the Department of Economic Development and the other 
northeastern states to encourage such opportunities. In the short-term, however, 
there may be a lag before new markets are developed, and during this time, the 
viability of newspaper recycling will depend on cost avoidance. 


For further information on paper markets, contact Anne Gobin, DEP Recycling 
Program, 566-8722. 


UPCOMING CONFERENCES 


The Governor's Statewide Conference on Recycling has been scheduled for March 
22, 1989, at the Ramada Inn in Meriden, CT. the conference is targeted for 
municipal officials, public works staff, and recycling coordinators. Topics will 
include Understanding the Recycling Legislation, Recycling Regulations, Current 
Progress of the Recycling Program, Enforcement and Promoting Recycling at the 


Local Level among others. For more information, call Leslie or Donna at (203) 566- 
5599. 


Biocycle Southeast Conference ‘89: Successful Recycling For Solid Waste and 
Sludge, March 1, 2, and 3 at Le Meridien Hotel in San Francisco, CA. More 
information at (215) 967-4135. 


Developing and Enhancing Markets for Recyclable Materials, March 2-3, 1989, Vista 
International Hotel, New York City. More information at 1-800-426-5575. 
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